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The glamorous world of big-city geisha is familiar to many readers, but little has been written of the life of
hardship and pain led by the hot-springs-resort geisha. Indentured to geisha houses by families in desperate
poverty, deprived of freedom and identity, these young women lived in a world of sex for sale, unadorned by
the trappings of wealth and celebrity.

Sayo Masuda has written the first full-length autobiography of a former hot-springs-resort geisha. Masuda
was sent to work as a nursemaid at the age of six and then was sold to a geisha house at the age of twelve. In
keeping with tradition, she first worked as a servant while training in the arts of dance, song, shamisen, and
drum. In 1940, aged sixteen, she made her debut as a geisha.

Autobiography of a Geisha chronicles the harsh life in the geisha house from which Masuda and her "sisters"
worked. They were routinely expected to engage in sex for payment, and Masuda's memoir contains a grim
account of a geisha's slow death from untreated venereal disease. Upon completion of their indenture, geisha
could be left with no means of making a living. Marriage sometimes meant rescue, but the best that most
geisha could hope for was to become a man's mistress.

Masuda also tells of her life after leaving the geisha house, painting a vivid panorama of the grinding poverty
of the rural poor in wartime Japan. As she eked out an existence on the margins of Japanese society, earning
money in odd jobs and hard labor?even falling in with Korean gangsters?Masuda experienced first hand the
anguish and the fortitude of prostitutes, gangster mistresses, black-market traders, and abandoned mothers
struggling to survive in postwar Japan.

Happiness was always short-lived for Masuda, but she remained compassionate and did what she could to
help others; indeed, in sharing her story, she hoped that others might not suffer as she had. Although barely
able to write, her years of training in the arts of entertaining made her an accomplished storyteller, and
Autobiography of a Geisha is as remarkable for its wit and humor as for its unromanticized candor. It is the
superbly told tale of a woman whom fortune never favored yet never defeated.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Kester:

Here thing why this specific Autobiography of a Geisha are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. Autobiography of a Geisha giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Autobiography of a Geisha. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Autobiography
of a Geisha in e-book can be your alternative.

Debra Sims:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the
Autobiography of a Geisha is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Fran Short:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Autobiography of a Geisha.

Derrick Tompkins:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Autobiography of a Geisha to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading
through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that
the e-book Autobiography of a Geisha can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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