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Elizabeth Catlett, born in Washington, DC, in 1915, is widely acknowledged as a major presence in African
American art, and her work is celebrated as a visually eloquent expression of African American identity and
pride in cultural heritage. But this is not the whole story. She has lived in Mexico for 50 years, as a citizen of
that country since 1962, and she and her husband, artist Francisco Mora, have raised their children there. For
20 years she was a member of the Taller de Gráfica Popular (Popular Graphic Arts Workshop) and she was
the first woman professor of sculpture at the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México. Her extraordinary
career has stretched from her years as a student at Howard University during the 1930s through various
political and social movements?including the Chicago Renaissance of the 1940s, the Black Power and Black
Arts movements, the Mexican Public Art Movement, and feminism?which have informed her art.

This richly illustrated and informative monograph is the first to document the full range of Catlett’s life and
work. In addition to thoroughly researching primary source materials and to critiquing individual art works
with sensitivity and erudition, the author has conducted numerous interviews with Catlett and has analyzed
with clarity the political context of her work and her diverse sympathies and allegiances. Herzog examines
key artistic influences and shows how Catlett transformed an extraordinary stylistic vocabulary into a
socially charged statement.

In tracing Catlett’s long and continuing career as a graphic artist and sculptor in Mexico, Herzog explores an
important period in Catlett’s life between the 1950s and the 1970s about which almost nothing is known in
the United States. She examines the “Mexicanness” in Catlett’s work in its fluent relationship to the
underlying and constant sense of African American identity she brought with her to Mexico. Herzog’s
solidly grounded interpretation offers a new way to understand Catlett’s work and reveals this artist as a
fascinating and pivotal intercultural figure whose powerful art manifests her firm belief that the visual arts
can play a role in the construction of a meaningful identity, both transnational and ethnically grounded.
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From reader reviews:

Donn Chavez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this Elizabeth Catlett:
An American Artist in Mexico (Jacob Lawrence Series on American Artists) book as beginner and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

James Robinson:

The particular book Elizabeth Catlett: An American Artist in Mexico (Jacob Lawrence Series on American
Artists) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Elizabeth
Catlett: An American Artist in Mexico (Jacob Lawrence Series on American Artists) is much recommended
to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jordan Moore:

The book with title Elizabeth Catlett: An American Artist in Mexico (Jacob Lawrence Series on American
Artists) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
specific book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Janet Warren:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Elizabeth Catlett: An American Artist in
Mexico (Jacob Lawrence Series on American Artists) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Elizabeth Catlett: An American Artist in Mexico
(Jacob Lawrence Series on American Artists) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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