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War--or the threat of war--usually strengthens states as governments tax, draft soldiers, exert control over
industrial production, and dampen internal dissent in order to build military might. The United States,
however, was founded on the suspicion of state power, a suspicion that continued to gird its institutional
architecture and inform the sentiments of many of its politicians and citizens through the twentieth century.
In this comprehensive rethinking of postwar political history, Aaron Friedberg convincingly argues that such
anti-statist inclinations prevented Cold War anxieties from transforming the United States into the garrison
state it might have become in their absence. Drawing on an array of primary and secondary sources,
including newly available archival materials, Friedberg concludes that the "weakness" of the American state
served as a profound source of national strength that allowed the United States to outperform and outlast its
supremely centralized and statist rival: the Soviet Union.

Friedberg's analysis of the U. S. government's approach to taxation, conscription, industrial planning,
scientific research and development, and armaments manufacturing reveals that the American state did
expand during the early Cold War period. But domestic constraints on its expansion--including those
stemming from mean self-interest as well as those guided by a principled belief in the virtues of limiting
federal power--protected economic vitality, technological superiority, and public support for Cold War
activities. The strategic synthesis that emerged by the early 1960s was functional as well as stable, enabling
the United States to deter, contain, and ultimately outlive the Soviet Union precisely because the American
state did not limit unduly the political, personal, and economic freedom of its citizens.

Political scientists, historians, and general readers interested in Cold War history will value this thoroughly
researched volume. Friedberg's insightful scholarship will also inspire future policy by contributing to our
understanding of how liberal democracy's inherent qualities nurture its survival and spread.
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From reader reviews:

Karon Hall:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled In the Shadow of the Garrison State. Try to make book In the Shadow
of the Garrison State as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Thomas Woods:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled In the Shadow
of the Garrison State? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Anna Snyder:

The book In the Shadow of the Garrison State can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book In the Shadow of the Garrison State?
Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book In the Shadow of the Garrison State has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Emery Flores:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The In the Shadow of the Garrison State is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.
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