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The Athletic Crusade is the first book to systematically analyze the role of sports in the expansion of U.S.
empire from the 1890s through World War II. Gerald R. Gems details how white, Anglo-Saxon Protestant
males set the standard for inclusion within American society, transferred that standard to foreign territories,
and subtly used American sports to instill allegedly desirable racial, moral, and commercial virtues in
colonial subjects. In the realm of such expansion, sports provided a less harsh, less militaristic means of
instilling belief in a dominant system’s values and principles than more overt methods such as war.

The process of change, however, had unexpected consequences as subordinate groups adapted or even
rejected American overtures. Sport became a means for nonwhites to challenge whiteness, Social
Darwinism, and cultural hegemony by establishing their own physical prowess, claiming a measure of
esteem, and creating a greater sense of national identity. Gems shows the direct influence of sports in
Hawaii, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Cuba, and the Dominican Republic and explores their comparatively
minimal influence in countries such as China and Japan.

Amid increasing globalization, The Athletic Crusade offers a welcome perspective on how the United States
has attempted to spread its influence in the past and the implications for the future of indigenous and other
societies.
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From reader reviews:

William Coker:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Athletic Crusade: Sport and American Cultural
Imperialism. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book The Athletic Crusade: Sport and American Cultural Imperialism. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's study.

Johnnie Santiago:

The book untitled The Athletic Crusade: Sport and American Cultural Imperialism contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by
famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
examine.

Mary Crist:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Athletic Crusade: Sport and American
Cultural Imperialism can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Lorenza Jones:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Athletic Crusade: Sport and
American Cultural Imperialism or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes The Athletic Crusade: Sport and American Cultural
Imperialism to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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