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In this tragic and powerful story, the two Opium Wars of 1839–1842 and 1856–1860 between Britain and
China are recounted for the first time through the eyes of the Chinese as well as the Imperial West. Opium
entered China during the Middle Ages when Arab traders brought it into China for medicinal purposes. As it
took hold as a recreational drug, opium wrought havoc on Chinese society. By the early nineteenth century,
90 percent of the Emperor's court and the majority of the army were opium addicts.

Britain was also a nation addicted-to tea, grown in China, and paid for with profits made from the opium
trade. When China tried to ban the use of the drug and bar its Western smugglers from it gates, England
decided to fight to keep open China's ports for its importation. England, the superpower of its time, managed
to do so in two wars, resulting in a drug-induced devastation of the Chinese people that would last 150 years.

In this page-turning, dramatic and colorful history, The Opium Wars responds to past, biased Western
accounts by representing the neglected Chinese version of the story and showing how the wars stand as one
of the monumental clashes between the cultures of East and West.

"A fine popular account."-Publishers Weekly

"Their account of the causes, military campaigns and tragic effects of these wars is absorbing, frequently
macabre and deeply unsettling."-Booklist
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From reader reviews:

Richard Sims:

This The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire and the Corruption of Another are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One
Empire and the Corruption of Another can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire
and the Corruption of Another giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jacqueline McArdle:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Opium Wars: The Addiction of
One Empire and the Corruption of Another, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Sheri Combs:

The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire and the Corruption of Another can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement
in writing The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire and the Corruption of Another although doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Clara Brownfield:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Opium Wars: The Addiction of One Empire
and the Corruption of Another can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?
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