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Although a handful of books and articles have been written about American literary Minimalism during the
last forty years, the mode remains misunderstood. When in a 2011 interview in The Paris Review author Ann
Beattie was asked how she felt about being “classed as a minimalist,” she began her answer: “none of us
have ever known what that means.” Her response brings into focus the lack of agreement or clarity about the
sources and definitions of literary Minimalism. Robert C. Clark’s American Literary Minimalism fills this
significant gap.
 
Clark demonstrates that, despite assertions by many scholars to the contrary, the movement originated in the
aesthetic programs of the Imagists and literary Impressionists active at the turn of the twentieth century. The
genre reflects the philosophy that “form is thought,” and that style alone dictates whether a poem, story, or
novel falls within the parameters of the tradition. The characteristics of Minimalist fiction are efficiency,
frequent use of allusion, and implication through omission.
 
Organizing his analysis both chronologically and according to lines of influence, Clark offers a definition of
the mode, describes its early stages, and then explores six works that reflect its core characteristics: Ernest
Hemingway’s In Our Time; Raymond Carver’s Cathedral; Jay McInerney’s Bright Lights, Big City; Susan
Minot’s Monkeys; Sandra Cisneros’s Caramelo; and Cormac McCarthy’s The Road. In his conclusion, Clark
discusses the ongoing evolution of the category.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Wallace:

Here thing why this kind of American Literary Minimalism are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. American Literary Minimalism giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with American Literary
Minimalism. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened
in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of American Literary Minimalism in e-book can be your alternative.

William Chapman:

Typically the book American Literary Minimalism will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort
of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book
very suitable to you. The book American Literary Minimalism is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Alyssa Lewis:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
American Literary Minimalism the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in
a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
previous to. The American Literary Minimalism giving you one more experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Brooke Fisher:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular American Literary Minimalism can give you a lot of
buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have American Literary Minimalism.
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