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In the wake of modern genocide, we tend to think of violence against minorities as a sign of intolerance, or,
even worse, a prelude to extermination. Violence in the Middle Ages, however, functioned differently,
according to David Nirenberg. In this provocative book, he focuses on specific attacks against minorities in
fourteenth-century France and the Crown of Aragon (Aragon, Catalonia, and Valencia). He argues that these
attacks--ranging from massacres to verbal assaults against Jews, Muslims, lepers, and prostitutes--were often
perpetrated not by irrational masses laboring under inherited ideologies and prejudices, but by groups that
manipulated and reshaped the available discourses on minorities. Nirenberg shows that their use of violence
expressed complex beliefs about topics as diverse as divine history, kinship, sex, money, and disease, and
that their actions were frequently contested by competing groups within their own society.

Nirenberg's readings of archival and literary sources demonstrates how violence set the terms and limits of
coexistence for medieval minorities. The particular and contingent nature of this coexistence is underscored
by the book's juxtapositions--some systematic (for example, that of the Crown of Aragon with France, Jew
with Muslim, medieval with modern), and some suggestive (such as African ritual rebellion with Catalan
riots). Throughout, the book questions the applicability of dichotomies like tolerance versus intolerance to
the Middle Ages, and suggests the limitations of those analyses that look for the origins of modern European
persecutory violence in the medieval past.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

This Communities of Violence are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Communities of Violence can be among the great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Communities of Violence forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Robert Hester:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Communities of Violence why because the great cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Irving Gaston:

This Communities of Violence is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Communities of Violence in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
just one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Micheal Ruiz:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Communities of Violence to make your own
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book
and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that
the book Communities of Violence can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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