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Eighteenth-century British culture is often seen as polite and sentimental—the creation of an emerging
middle class. Simon Dickie disputes these assumptions in Cruelty and Laughter, a wildly enjoyable but
shocking plunge into the forgotten comic literature of the age. Beneath the surface of Enlightenment civility,
Dickie uncovers a rich vein of cruel humor that forces us to recognize just how slowly ordinary human
sufferings became worthy of sympathy.

Delving into an enormous archive of comic novels, jestbooks, farces, variety shows, and cartoons, Dickie
finds a vast repository of jokes about cripples, blind men, rape, and wife-beating. Epigrams about syphilis
and scurvy sit alongside one-act comedies about hunchbacks in love. He shows us that everyone—rich and
poor, women as well as men—laughed along. In the process, Dickie also expands our understanding of many
of the century’s major authors, including Samuel Richardson, Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, Tobias
Smollett, Frances Burney, and Jane Austen. He devotes particular attention to Henry Fielding’s Joseph
Andrews, a novel that reflects repeatedly on the limits of compassion and the ethical problems of laughter.
Cruelty and Laughter is an engaging, far-reaching study of the other side of culture in eighteenth-century
Britain.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

The book Cruelty and Laughter: Forgotten Comic Literature and the Unsentimental Eighteenth Century give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make reading a book Cruelty and Laughter: Forgotten Comic Literature and the
Unsentimental Eighteenth Century for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like wide open and read a guide Cruelty and Laughter: Forgotten Comic Literature and the
Unsentimental Eighteenth Century. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Tony You:

This Cruelty and Laughter: Forgotten Comic Literature and the Unsentimental Eighteenth Century tend to be
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Cruelty and
Laughter: Forgotten Comic Literature and the Unsentimental Eighteenth Century can be one of the great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Cruelty
and Laughter: Forgotten Comic Literature and the Unsentimental Eighteenth Century forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Alberto Benson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Cruelty and Laughter: Forgotten
Comic Literature and the Unsentimental Eighteenth Century that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Cruelty
and Laughter: Forgotten Comic Literature and the Unsentimental Eighteenth Century become your starter.

Margaret Walker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very



important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Cruelty and Laughter:
Forgotten Comic Literature and the Unsentimental Eighteenth Century.
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