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Killing the Indian Maiden examines the fascinating and often disturbing portrayal of Native American
women in film. Through discussion of thirty-four Hollywood films from the silent period to the present, M.
Elise Marubbio examines the sacrificial role of what she terms the "Celluloid Maiden"?a young Native
woman who allies herself with a white male hero and dies as a result of that choice. Marubbio intertwines
theories of colonization, gender, race, and film studies to ground her study in sociohistorical context all in an
attempt to define what it means to be an American. As Marubbio charts the consistent depiction of the
Celluloid Maiden, she uncovers two primary characterizations?the Celluloid Princess and the Sexualized
Maiden. The archetype for the exotic Celluloid Princess appears in silent films such as Cecil B. DeMille's
The Squaw Man (1914) and is thoroughly established in American iconography in Delmer Daves's Broken
Arrow (1950). Her more erotic sister, the Sexualized Maiden, emerges as a femme fatale in such films as
DeMille's North West Mounted Police (1940), King Vidor's Duel in the Sun (1946), and Charles Warren's
Arrowhead (1953). The two characterizations eventually combine to form a hybrid Celluloid Maiden who
first appears in John Ford's The Searchers (1956) and reappears in the 1970s and the 1990s in such films as
Arthur Penn's Little Big Man (1970) and Michael Apted's Thunderheart (1992). Killing the Indian Maiden
reveals a cultural iconography about Native Americans and their role in the frontier embedded in the
American psyche. The Native American woman is a racialized and sexualized other?a conquerable body
representing both the seductions and the dangers of the frontier. These films show her being colonized and
suffering at the hands of Manifest Destiny and American expansionism, but Marubbio argues that the Native
American woman also represents a threat to the idea of a white America. The complexity and longevity of
the Celluloid Maiden icon?persisting into the twenty-first century?symbolizes an identity crisis about the
composition of the American national body that has played over and over throughout different eras and
political climates. Ultimately, Marubbio establishes that the ongoing representation of the Celluloid Maiden
signals the continuing development and justification of American colonialism.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Stiffler:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just
their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that Killing the Indian Maiden: Images of Native American Women
in Film to read.

Janice Nolan:

This Killing the Indian Maiden: Images of Native American Women in Film is great book for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can declare
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Killing the Indian Maiden: Images of Native American Women in Film in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Rosemarie Pickett:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The Killing
the Indian Maiden: Images of Native American Women in Film provide you with new experience in looking
at a book.

James Batts:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Killing the Indian Maiden: Images of Native
American Women in Film. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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