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Of the 500,000 or so detectable earthquakes that occur on Planet Earth each year, people will “feel” about
100,000 of them and about 100 will cause damage. Although most earthquakes are moderate in size and
destructive potential, a severe earthquake occasionally strikes a community that is not adequately prepared
and thousands of lives and billions of dollars in economic investment are lost. For example, a great
earthquake and the fires it initiated destroyed much of San Francisco in 1906 and a significant portion of
Anchorage, Alaska, was destroyed by a large earthquake in 1964. Within the past 200 years, major
destructive earthquakes also occurred in Charleston, South Carolina, and Memphis, Tennessee. Within the
past 50 years, smaller but damaging earthquakes occurred several times in both Los Angeles and Seattle.
Overall, more than 20 states have a moderate or high risk of experiencing damaging earthquakes.
Earthquakes are truly a national problem. One of the key ways a community protects itself from potential
earthquake disasters is by adopting and enforcing a building code with appropriate seismic design and
construction standards. The seismic requirements in U.S. model building codes and standards are updated
through the volunteer efforts of design professionals and construction industry representatives under a
process sponsored by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and administered by the
Building Seismic Safety Council (BSSC). At regular intervals, the BSSC develops and FEMA publishes the
NEHRP (National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program) Recommended Seismic Provisions for New
Buildings and Other Structures (referred to in this publication as the NEHRP Recommended Seismic
Provisions or simply the Provisions). The Provisions serves as a resource used by the codes and standards
development organizations as they formulate sound seismic-resistant design and construction requirements.
The Provisions also provides design professionals, building officials, and educators with in-depth
commentary on the intent and preferred application of the seismic regulations. The 2009 edition of the
Provisions (FEMA P-750) and the building codes and consensus standards based on its recommendations
are, of necessity, highly technical documents intended primarily for use by design professionals and others
who have specialized technical training. This introduction to the NEHRP Recommended Seismic Provisions
is intended to provide these interested individuals with a readily understandable explanation of the intent of
the earthquake-resistant design and requirements of the Provisions. Chapter 1 explains the history and
purpose of building regulation in the United States, including the process used to develop and adopt the
nation’s building codes and the seismic requirements in these codes. Chapter 2 is an overview of the
performance intent of the Provisions. Among the topics addressed are the national seismic hazard maps
developed by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS); the seismic design maps adopted by the Provisions as a
basis for seismic design; and seismic risk, which is a function of both the probability that a community will
experience intense earthquake ground shaking and the probability that building construction will suffer
significant damage because of this ground motion. Chapter 3 identifies the design and construction features
of buildings and other structures that are important to good seismic performance. Chapter 4 describes the



various types of structures and nonstructural components addressed by the Provisions. Chapter 5 is an
overview of the design procedures contained in the Provisions. Chapter 6 addresses how the practice of
earthquake-resistant design is likely to evolve in the future. A glossary of key technical terms, lists of
notations and acronyms used in this report, and a selected bibliography identifying references that may be of
interest to some readers complete this report.
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From reader reviews:

Janie Ross:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Earthquake-Resistant Design Concepts: An Introduction
to the NEHRP Recommended Seismic Provisions for New Buildings and Other Structures (FEMA P-749 /
December 2010) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Mary Gillon:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is usually Earthquake-Resistant Design Concepts: An Introduction to the NEHRP
Recommended Seismic Provisions for New Buildings and Other Structures (FEMA P-749 / December
2010).

Josephine Weeks:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Earthquake-Resistant Design Concepts: An Introduction to the NEHRP Recommended Seismic
Provisions for New Buildings and Other Structures (FEMA P-749 / December 2010) your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Earthquake-Resistant Design Concepts: An
Introduction to the NEHRP Recommended Seismic Provisions for New Buildings and Other Structures
(FEMA P-749 / December 2010) giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

William Vong:

You will get this Earthquake-Resistant Design Concepts: An Introduction to the NEHRP Recommended



Seismic Provisions for New Buildings and Other Structures (FEMA P-749 / December 2010) by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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