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Uses historical case studies to illuminate women’s claims to emancipation and to sexual subjectivity during
the tumultuous Wilhelmine and Weimar periods in Germany.

Desiring Emancipation traces middle-class German women’s claims to gender emancipation and sexual
subjectivity in the pre-Nazi era. The emergence of homosexual identities and concepts in this same time
frame provided the context for expression of individual struggles with self, femininity, and sex. The book
asks how women used new concepts and opportunities to construct selves in relationship to family, society,
state, and culture. Taking a queer approach, Desiring Emancipation’s goal is not to find homosexuals in
history, but to analyze how women reworked categories of gender and sex. Marti M. Lybeck interrogates
their desires, demonstrating that emancipation was fraught with conflict, anachronism, and disappointment.

Each chapter is a microhistorical recreation of the actions, writings, contexts, and conflicts of specific groups
of women. The topics include the experience of first-generation university students, public debates about
female homosexuality, and the stories of three civil servants whose careers were ruined by workplace
accusations of homosexuality. The book concludes with a debate between the women who joined the 1920s
homosexual movement on the meanings of their new identities.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Bloomfield:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Desiring Emancipation: New Women and
Homosexuality in Germany, 1890-1933 (SUNY series in Queer Politics and Cultures). All type of book can
you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Alberto Holbrook:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled Desiring Emancipation: New Women and Homosexuality in Germany,
1890-1933 (SUNY series in Queer Politics and Cultures) can be very good book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

James Lightle:

Desiring Emancipation: New Women and Homosexuality in Germany, 1890-1933 (SUNY series in Queer
Politics and Cultures) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Desiring Emancipation: New Women and Homosexuality in
Germany, 1890-1933 (SUNY series in Queer Politics and Cultures) although doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Jason Cook:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Desiring Emancipation: New Women and Homosexuality in Germany, 1890-1933 (SUNY series
in Queer Politics and Cultures) when you essential it?
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