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Yukio Mishima (b. 1925) was a brilliant writer and intellectual whose relentless obsession with beauty,
purity, and patriotism ended in his astonishing self-disembowelment and decapitation in downtown Tokyo in
1970. Nominated for the Nobel Prize, Mishima was the best-known novelist of his time (works like
Confessions of a Mask and The Temple of the Golden Pavilion are still in print in English), and his
legacy—his persona—is still honored and puzzled over.

Who was Yukio Mishima really? This, the first full biography to appear in English in almost forty years,
traces Mishima's trajectory from a sickly boy named Kimitake Hiraoka to a hard-bodied student of martial
arts. In detail it examines his family life, the wartime years, and his emergence, then fame, as a writer and
advocate for traditional values. Revealed here are all the personalities and conflicts and sometimes petty
backbiting that shaped the culture of postwar literary Japan.

Working entirely from primary sources and material unavailable to other biographers, author Naoki Inose
and translator Hiroaki Sato together have produced a monumental work that covers much new ground in
unprecedented depth. Using interviews, social and psychological analysis, and close reading of novels and
essays, Persona removes the mask that Mishima so artfully created to disguise his true self.

Naoki Inose, currently vice governor of Tokyo, has also written biographies of writers Kikuchi Kan and
Osamu Dazai.

New York–based Hiroaki Sato is an award-winning translator of classical and modern Japanese poetry, and
also translated Mishima's novel Silk and Insight.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Barrett:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Sharon Bufkin:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Persona: A Biography
of Yukio Mishima is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Christopher McCormick:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that
need more time to be go through. Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima can be your answer since it can
be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Marie Miles:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima can make you experience more
interested to read.
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