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Abelard in Four Dimensions: A Twelfth-Century Philosopher in His Context and Ours by John Marenbon,
one of the leading scholars of medieval philosophy and a specialist on Abelard's thought, originated from a
set of lectures in the distinguished Conway Lectures in Medieval Studies series and provides new
interpretations of central areas of Peter Abelard's philosophy and its influence. The four dimensions of
Abelard to which the title refers are that of the past (Abelard's predecessors), present (his works in context),
future (the influence of his thinking up to the seventeenth century), and the present-day philosophical culture
in which Abelard's works are still discussed and his arguments debated.
 
For readers new to Abelard, this book provides an introduction to his life and works along with discussion of
his central ideas in semantics, ethics, metaphysics, and philosophy of religion. For specialists, the book
contains new arguments about the authenticity and chronology of his logical work, fresh evidence about
Abelard’s relations with Anselm and Hugh of St. Victor, a new understanding of how he combines the
necessity of divine action with human freedom, and reinterpretations of important passages in which he
discusses semantics and metaphysics. For all historians of philosophy, it sets out and illustrates a new
methodological approach, which can be used for any thinker in any period and will help to overcome the
divisions between "historians" based in philosophy departments and scholars with historical or philological
training.
 
"This searching, thorough, and original study examines Abelard's past, present, and future, and our present.
John Marenbon offers the best enquiry yet made into the sequence of Abelard's writings and their
chronology, followed by an incisive and highly illuminating account of the various, successive formulations
of his 'unpopular argument' to the effect that God cannot do otherwise than as he does. This is an
accomplished work which will be eagerly read and hugely appreciated by students and their teachers on
courses of philosophy, theology, and history." —David Luscombe, University of Sheffield
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Abelard in Four Dimensions: A
Twelfth-Century Philosopher in His Context and Ours (ND Conway Lectures in Medieval Studies) that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Abelard in Four Dimensions: A Twelfth-Century Philosopher in His Context and Ours (ND
Conway Lectures in Medieval Studies) become your own starter.

Michael Stricklin:

This Abelard in Four Dimensions: A Twelfth-Century Philosopher in His Context and Ours (ND Conway
Lectures in Medieval Studies) is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information
for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Abelard in Four Dimensions: A
Twelfth-Century Philosopher in His Context and Ours (ND Conway Lectures in Medieval Studies) in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide
that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Scott Lowe:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Abelard in Four Dimensions: A Twelfth-
Century Philosopher in His Context and Ours (ND Conway Lectures in Medieval Studies) which is finding
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Kevin Hardy:

This Abelard in Four Dimensions: A Twelfth-Century Philosopher in His Context and Ours (ND Conway
Lectures in Medieval Studies) is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Abelard in Four



Dimensions: A Twelfth-Century Philosopher in His Context and Ours (ND Conway Lectures in Medieval
Studies) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication
is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life
along with knowledge.
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