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Banished from the Massachusetts Bay Colony for his refusal to conform to Puritan religious and social
standards, Roger Williams established a haven in Rhode Island for those persecuted in the name of the
religious establishment. He conducted a lifelong debate over religious freedom with distinguished figures of
the seventeenth century, including Puritan minister John Cotton, Massachusetts governor John Endicott, and
the English Parliament.

James Calvin Davis gathers together important selections from Williams's public and private writings on
religious liberty, illustrating how this renegade Puritan radically reinterpreted Christian moral theology and
the events of his day in a powerful argument for freedom of conscience and the separation of church and
state. For Williams, the enforcement of religious uniformity violated the basic values of Calvinist
Christianity and presumed upon God's authority to speak to the individual conscience. He argued that state
coercion was rarely effective, often causing more harm to the church and strife to the social order than did
religious pluralism.

This is the first collection of Williams's writings in forty years reaching beyond his major work, The Bloody
Tenent, to include other selections from his public and private writings. This carefully annotated book
introduces Williams to a new generation of readers.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Vazquez:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
On Religious Liberty: Selections from the Works of Roger Williams (The John Harvard Library), you can
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a publication.

John Armstead:

The book with title On Religious Liberty: Selections from the Works of Roger Williams (The John Harvard
Library) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

Alexandra Dickey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this On Religious Liberty: Selections from the
Works of Roger Williams (The John Harvard Library) publication written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still skepticism On Religious Liberty: Selections from the Works of Roger Williams (The John Harvard
Library) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't
assess book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

David Creason:

This On Religious Liberty: Selections from the Works of Roger Williams (The John Harvard Library) is
great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal
with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great
manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having On Religious Liberty: Selections from the Works of



Roger Williams (The John Harvard Library) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information
in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt in which?
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