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Machiavelli (1469-1527) is the seminal figure in early modern intellectual history for those living, or
wishing to live, in a functional democracy. What Machiavelli is primarily about, and what makes him
indispensable to those of us living in and struggling to preserve democracy in America, is the sum of
individual and collective qualities required of a citizen, or what he termed virtu: a host of traits ranging from
manliness to boldness, ingenuity, excellence, self-esteem, and even stoic resignation. In a narrative spanning
Machiavelli's life and work as one of the world's most fascinating philosophers, Bernard illuminates for the
modern reader just how relevant his insights are to our own evolving debate on the appropriate relations
between religion and politics, church and state.

Besides offering a detailed sketch of Machiavelli as a chancellor in the Italian Soderini Republic (1498-
1512), this book examines the man's political philosophy, particularly his complex view of republics and
principalities, in The Prince, the Discourses, and the Florentine Histories. It also establishes the importance
of Machiavelli's writing as it evolved during his exile, especially in the reflexive passages of his plays
Mandragola and Clizia. The book concludes with the potential uses of Machiavellism in 21st-century mass
democracies, as well as presenting ways in which his legacy lives on in our own activities as citizens in a
democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Natalie Hernandez:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Why Machiavelli Matters:
A Guide to Citizenship in a Democracy (Praeger Series on the Early Modern World) to read.

Erma Ward:

Often the book Why Machiavelli Matters: A Guide to Citizenship in a Democracy (Praeger Series on the
Early Modern World) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help.
The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Clarence Bowen:

Beside that Why Machiavelli Matters: A Guide to Citizenship in a Democracy (Praeger Series on the Early
Modern World) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Why Machiavelli
Matters: A Guide to Citizenship in a Democracy (Praeger Series on the Early Modern World) because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book and read it from right now!

Paul Evans:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By book Why Machiavelli Matters: A Guide to Citizenship in a Democracy (Praeger Series on the
Early Modern World) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person
must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change
your life at this book Why Machiavelli Matters: A Guide to Citizenship in a Democracy (Praeger Series on
the Early Modern World). You can more desirable than now.
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