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William Grimes (1784-1865) was the son of Benjamin Grymes, the rich owner of a plantation in King James
County, Virginia, and an enslaved servant of Grymes's neighbor, a Dr. Steward. William Grimes served at
least ten different masters in Virginia, Maryland, and Georgia, working in such varied positions as house
servant, valet, field worker, stable boy, and coachman. He was a light-skinned slave, a fact that enabled him
to pass as white on various occasions. Oftentimes he was severely mistreated by both his masters and his
fellow slaves, and Grimes also endured physical abuse in the house and in the field, and at times became
combative or despondent. He escaped slavery in 1814 by stowing away on a ship bound for New York and
became an entrepreneur in New England. He eventually settled in New Haven, Connecticut, and married
Clarissa Caesar in 1817. They had eighteen children together, twelve of whom survived. After eventually
finding a small measure of success, Grimes lost all of his property when his master discovered his location
and forced him to buy his freedom or risk being returned to slavery. Grimes wrote the Life of William
Grimes and published it in 1825, hoping to regain some of his lost funds. He published a second edition of
his autobiography in 1855, updating it with humorous anecdotes and tempering some of his earlier bitterness.
Grimes died in August 1865. The Life of William Grimes was the first book-length autobiography written by
a fugitive American slave, and its publication. Furthermore, The Life of William Grimes is an important
early text in the slave narrative genre, and it provides a raw and engaging first-hand account of the institution
of slavery, unmediated by Abolitionist political aims.
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From reader reviews:

Claudia Weidner:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Life of William Grimes,
the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself.

Helen Samuel:

Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Life of
William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself although doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information may drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Jose Coleman:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by
Himself why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Joyce Jiminez:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Life of William Grimes, the Runaway
Slave. Written by Himself can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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