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Sean Harvey explores the morally entangled territory of language and race in this intellectual history of
encounters between whites and Native Americans in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
Misunderstandings about the differences between European and indigenous American languages strongly
influenced whites’ beliefs about the descent and capabilities of Native Americans, he shows. These beliefs
would play an important role in the subjugation of Native peoples as the United States pursued its “manifest
destiny” of westward expansion.

Over time, the attempts of whites to communicate with Indians gave rise to theories linking language and
race. Scholars maintained that language was a key marker of racial ancestry, inspiring conjectures about the
structure of Native American vocal organs and the grammatical organization and inheritability of their
languages. A racially inflected discourse of “savage languages” entered the American mainstream and
shaped attitudes toward Native Americans, fatefully so when it came to questions of Indian sovereignty and
justifications of their forcible removal and confinement to reservations.

By the mid-nineteenth century, scientific efforts were under way to record the sounds and translate the
concepts of Native American languages and to classify them into families. New discoveries by ethnologists
and philologists revealed a degree of cultural divergence among speakers of related languages that was
incompatible with prevailing notions of race. It became clear that language and race were not essentially
connected. Yet theories of a linguistically shaped “Indian mind” continued to inform the U.S. government’s
efforts to extinguish Native languages for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Sampson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Native
Tongues: Colonialism and Race from Encounter to the Reservation (Harvard Historical Studies)? Maybe it is
to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Patti Metivier:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Native Tongues: Colonialism and Race from
Encounter to the Reservation (Harvard Historical Studies) will make you to be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or suitable book with you?

Fernande Hairston:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks.
It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is Native Tongues:
Colonialism and Race from Encounter to the Reservation (Harvard Historical Studies).

Adeline Norris:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Native Tongues: Colonialism and Race from
Encounter to the Reservation (Harvard Historical Studies) was bright colored and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Native Tongues: Colonialism and Race from Encounter to the Reservation
(Harvard Historical Studies) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto
or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading which.
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