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Against the backdrop of a Puritan theocracy threatened by change, in a population terrified not only of
eternal damnation but of the earthly dangers of Indian massacres and recurrent smallpox epidemics, a small
group of girls denounces a black slave and others as worshipers of Satan. Within two years, twenty men and
women are hanged or pressed to death and over a hundred others imprisoned and impoverished. In The
Salem Witch Trials Reader, Frances Hill provides and astutely comments upon the actual documents from
the trial--examinations of suspected witches, eyewitness accounts of "Satanic influence," as well as the
testimony of those who retained their reason and defied the madness. Always drawing on firsthand
documents, she illustrates the historical background to the witchhunt and shows how the trials have been
represented, and sometimes distorted, by historians--and how they have fired the imaginations of poets,
playwrights, and novelists. For those fascinated by the Salem witch trials, this is compelling reading and the
sourcebook.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Small:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Salem Witch Trials Reader. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book The Salem Witch
Trials Reader. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can
open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

John Stanley:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The Salem Witch Trials
Reader book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Stephen Hawkins:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Salem Witch Trials
Reader that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, it is possible to pick The Salem Witch Trials Reader become your own personal starter.

Robert Thomas:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the The Salem Witch Trials Reader when you required it?
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