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In his first book since the Pulitzer Prize-winning Polio: An American Story, renowned historian David
Oshinsky takes a new and closer look at the Supreme Court's controversial and much-debated stances on
capital punishment-in the landmark case of Furman v. Georgia.

Career criminal William Furman shot and killed a homeowner during a 1967 burglary in Savannah, Georgia.
Because it was a "black-on-white" crime in the racially troubled South, it also was an open-and-shut case.
The trial took less than a day, and the nearly all-white jury rendered a death sentence. Aided by the
NAACP's Legal Defense Fund, Furman's African-American attorney, Bobby Mayfield, doggedly appealed
the verdict all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court, which in 1972 overturned Furman's sentence by a narrow
5-4 vote, ruling that Georgia's capital punishment statute, and by implication all other state death-penalty
laws, was so arbitrary and capricious as to violate the Eighth Amendment's prohibition against "cruel and
unusual punishment."

Furman effectively, if temporarily, halted capital punishment in the United States. Every death row inmate
across the nation was resentenced to life in prison. The decision, however, did not rule the death penalty per
se to be unconstitutional; rather, it struck down the laws that currently governed its application, leaving the
states free to devise new ones that the Court might find acceptable. And this is exactly what happened. In the
coming years, the Supreme Court would uphold an avalanche of state legislation endorsing the death penalty.
Capital punishment would return stronger than ever, with many more defendants sentenced to death and
eventually executed.

Oshinsky demonstrates the troubling roles played by race and class and region in capital punishment. And he
concludes by considering the most recent Supreme Court death-penalty cases involving minors and the
mentally ill, as well as the impact of international opinion. Compact and engaging, Oshinsky's masterful
study reflects a gift for empathy, an eye for the telling anecdote and portrait, and a talent for clarifying the
complex and often confusing legal issues surrounding capital punishment.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Fernandez:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Capital Punishment on Trial: Furman v. Georgia and the Death Penalty in Modern
America (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society).

Jim Weigel:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Capital Punishment on Trial: Furman v. Georgia and the Death Penalty in
Modern America (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society)
why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jeffrey Paolucci:

This Capital Punishment on Trial: Furman v. Georgia and the Death Penalty in Modern America (Landmark
Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) is great guide for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can
state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Capital Punishment on Trial: Furman v. Georgia and the Death Penalty in
Modern America (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society)
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Robbie Lewis:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those guides have



many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book Capital
Punishment on Trial: Furman v. Georgia and the Death Penalty in Modern America (Landmark Law Cases
and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) we can acquire more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Capital Punishment on
Trial: Furman v. Georgia and the Death Penalty in Modern America (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society). You can more appealing than now.
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