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Besides massive race prejudice and the perceived vindictiveness of the radical Republicans, another factor
that contributed strongly to the derailment of reconstruction after the Civil War was the conflicting decisions
taken by the political leaders. Lincoln warned against differences between the friends of freedom, and to
overcome these, took charge of the reconstruction of Louisiana and showed how it should be done by pitting
benefits of enlightened free government against the prejudices of the populace.

Unfortunately, his example was lost on his successor, Andrew Johnson, whose encouragement of Southern
resistance to the North’s terms aggravated factionalism within the Republican party. The moderates
dominated in the drafting of the Fourteenth Amendment, where they incorporated the statesmanlike principle
of a benefit, self-government in exchange for Southerners protecting the rights of all their citizens, black and
white. However, this statesmanlike bargain was practically abandoned in Congress’s response to the
Southern states’ rejection of the Fourteenth Amendment, the Congressional Reconstructions Act. The fears
of the moderates that the new state governments would not protect rights led them to propose universal
suffrage, while the fears of the radicals that disloyal men would rule led them to provide for the
disfranchisement of many ex-rebels and to hold any governments established, provisional only, subject to
congressional change at will. As result the incentive for native white Southerners to participate in the new
state governments in exchange for rights protection was drastically weakened.

The consequences of this legislative "straight jacket" made it extremely difficult for Republicans in the
defeated states to establish permanent political footholds. Some tried to hold onto power without attempting
to cultivate native white support and lost their states for the Republicans. Three other leaders’ efforts to
strike a balance between radicals and Democrats fell flat. Imprudent decisions of the Grant Administration
shattered the attempts of three more states to establish a common ground with moderate Democrats. On the
positive side, there was a leader in Virginia who figured out the kind of political arrangement necessary for
Republicans to survive, and in Florida, a moderate Republican Governor, Ossian Bingley Hart, exercised real
statesmanship to lead the most successful of all reconstruction governments.

Statesmanship in reconstruction could have spared the South some severe hardships. Despite the vast change
in public opinion on race relations over the last nearly 150 years, there are still lessons drawn from this study
that can be applied to present day Civil Rights Policy.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

This Statesmanship and Reconstruction: Moderate versus Radical Republicans on Restoring the Union after
the Civil War book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Statesmanship and
Reconstruction: Moderate versus Radical Republicans on Restoring the Union after the Civil War without
we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly
be worry Statesmanship and Reconstruction: Moderate versus Radical Republicans on Restoring the Union
after the Civil War can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Statesmanship and
Reconstruction: Moderate versus Radical Republicans on Restoring the Union after the Civil War having
great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Jonathan Ownby:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Statesmanship
and Reconstruction: Moderate versus Radical Republicans on Restoring the Union after the Civil War
suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled
Statesmanship and Reconstruction: Moderate versus Radical Republicans on Restoring the Union after the
Civil Waris one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Myrtle McDonald:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Statesmanship and Reconstruction: Moderate
versus Radical Republicans on Restoring the Union after the Civil War can give you a lot of buddies because
by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to
be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Statesmanship and Reconstruction: Moderate versus
Radical Republicans on Restoring the Union after the Civil War.

John Cotton:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea



when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Statesmanship and
Reconstruction: Moderate versus Radical Republicans on Restoring the Union after the Civil War to make
your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and study it. Beside that the publication Statesmanship and Reconstruction: Moderate versus Radical
Republicans on Restoring the Union after the Civil War can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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