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In February 1956 the president of IBM, Thomas Watson Jr., hired the industrial designer and architect Eliot
F. Noyes, charging him with reinventing IBM’s corporate image, from stationery and curtains to products
such as typewriters and computers and to laboratory and administration buildings. What followed—a story
told in full for the first time in John Harwood’s The Interface—remade IBM in a way that would also
transform the relationships between design, computer science, and corporate culture.

IBM’s program assembled a cast of leading figures in American design: Noyes, Charles Eames, Paul Rand,
George Nelson, and Edgar Kaufmann Jr. The Interface offers a detailed account of the key role these
designers played in shaping both the computer and the multinational corporation. Harwood describes a
surprising inverse effect: the influence of computer and corporation on the theory and practice of design.
Here we see how, in the period stretching from the “invention” of the computer during World War II to the
appearance of the personal computer in the mid-1970s, disciplines once well outside the realm of
architectural design—information and management theory, cybernetics, ergonomics, computer
science—became integral aspects of design.

As the first critical history of the industrial design of the computer, of Eliot Noyes’s career, and of some of
the most important work of the Office of Charles and Ray Eames, The Interface supplies a crucial chapter in
the story of architecture and design in postwar America—and an invaluable perspective on the computer and
corporate cultures of today.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Weitz:

The reserve with title The Interface: IBM and the Transformation of Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A
Quadrant Book) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Ruth Lynch:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Interface: IBM and the Transformation of Corporate Design, 1945-
1976 (A Quadrant Book) why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Michael Quintanar:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Interface: IBM and the Transformation
of Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A Quadrant Book) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.

Joyce Shryock:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Interface: IBM and the Transformation of
Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A Quadrant Book) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book The Interface: IBM and
the Transformation of Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A Quadrant Book) can to be your brand new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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